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Take a Word 

Board 
 

(n) 1. Flat piece of wood. Encarta Dictionary: English 
(UK) for Windows 7 

Can it work as a noun, 

verb or adjective? 

What is the word’s derivation? 

(Where does it come from? How has it 

evolved?) 

Synonyms 

(What other words have a similar 

meaning?) 

Antonyms 

(What words have the opposite 

meaning?) 

 Morpheme 

(What is the smallest unit that can be made out of 

this word?) 

Show: Consonants, vowels, phonemes and 

graphemes 

Does the word have a digraph 

(Formed with two letters which make 

one sound) or trigraph (Formed with 

three letters to make one sound)? If 

so, show them! 

Where is the onset and rime 

in this word? 

Which prefixes can you add to 

this word? 

Which suffixes can you add to this 

word? 

Can you find any other 

words that are directly 

related? 

 Can this word make any 

compound nouns? 

Can you list any phrases that 

contain this word? 

Are there any proverbs, 

catch-phrases or idioms 

that contain this word? 

Homonyms: What other words have the 

same spelling but a different meaning 

(Homograph) and/or sound the same 

(Homophone) but have a different 

meaning? 

 

What famous quotes 

contain this word? 

Can this word be used in a 

metaphor? 

Where might you hear or 

see this word? 

Translate this word into 

other languages. 

What connotations does 

the word have? 

Find lots of different 

representations of the 

word 

Find a joke that contains this word. 

Are there any other words in 

this word? 

Anything else? 

How many syllables can you find? 
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Task 

 

 

Examples 

1) Homonyms 

 

 

Homograph: Board (v) (Shelly wanted to board at the Travel Lodge.)  

 

Homophone: Bored (adj) (The child was bored rigid.) 

 

2) How can this word 

work as a… 

 

Noun:   

1) The people looked at the board to find out the information. 

2) The plaster board needs to go on the wall before you paint it. 

3) I like to chop the potatoes on the wooden board and not the plastic board. 

4) The board of Directors voted for a new Chairman. 

Verb:  

1) They got on board the doomed Titanic. 

2) The Queen likes to board at Sandringham at Christmas. 

Adjective:  

    N/A  

 

 

3) Word derivation 

(Etymology) 

 

 

 

Noun 

Derived from the Old English bord which meant "a plank, flat surface," also Old Norse borð 

meaning "plank," and the Gothic fotu-baurd or "foot-stool,". A board is thinner than a plank, 

and generally less than 2.5 inches thick. The transferred meaning to "food" in the late 14th 
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Century is an extension of the late Old English sense of "table" (cf. boarder, boarding); Also, 

above board "honest, open" (1610s). A further extension is to "table where council is held" 

(1570s), then transferred to "leadership council, council (that meets at a table)," 1610s; 

presently called ‘a board of directors’. 

 

Verb (EG. To board a ship) 
 

Originally this meant the "side of ship,"; in Old English  bord "border, rim, ship's side”. It also 

has an Old English connection to the words which we presently call border and starboard. 

Under this theory, the verb is not etymologically related to the noun board (see above). 

However, the two forms represented in English by these words were more or less confused at 

an early date in most Germanic languages, a situation made worse in English because this 

Germanic root also was adopted as the Latin bordus (in Italian and Spanish bordo) following the 

Roman invasion. It also entered Old French as bort ("beam, board, plank; side of a ship") and 

from thence it came over with the Normans, following the historic Battle of Hastings in 1066, 

to mingle with its native cousins. By now the senses are inextricably tangled. Some etymology 

dictionaries treat them as having been the same word all along. 

 

  

 

 

 

4) Synonyms  

Panel (n) sheet,  Food (n) meal, food, sustenance, Plank (n) slat, panel, timber, beam,  

Lodge (v) stay, live, room, be accommodated, Embark (v) enter 
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5) Antonyms 

 

 

(n) Definition: group of advisors Antonyms: individual, one 

 

(v) Definition: embark on vehicle Antonyms: disembark, get off, leave 

 

(v) Definition: provide food and sleeping quarters Antonyms: turn out 

 

6) Morpheme 

 

 

BOARD One Morpheme 

BOARDED (v) Two Morphemes (ED morpheme to tell 

us that the word in in the past tense). 
 

7) Consonants, Vowels, 

Phonemes and 

Graphemes  

 

BOARD Consonants Vowels 

 

BOARD Phoneme – (BEARD) change the phoneme = change the 

meaning of the word. BOARD Phoneme - (Hoard) change the 

phoneme = change the meaning of the word. 
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BOARD Grapheme Grapheme Grapheme 
8) Digraph? 

Trigraph? 

 

 

BOARD = No digraph. One trigraph.  

  
9) Syllables 

 

 

BOARD = 1 Syllable (i.e. one clap)  

 
10)  Onset and Rime 

 

 

BOARD = Onset and Rime 

 
11)  Prefixes 

 

 

 

 

N/A 
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12)  Suffixes 

 

 

Inflectional Suffix: Boarded (Changes the word to the past tense) Boards 

(Changes the word from the singular to the plural) 

 

Derivational Suffix: N/A 
 

 

13)  Phrases (including 

prepositions and 

adjectives) 

 

a) Next to the board (prepositional) 
b) Across the road there is a large board (prepositional) 
c) Under the board (prepositional) 
d) That large board (adjectival) 
e) A hefty board (adjectival) 
f) The smelly board (adjectival) 

 
14)  Idioms, Proverbs,  

Catchphrases 

 

Idioms: The Headteacher raised the pay of all the teachers across the board; Back to the 

drawing board; Your plan has gone by the board; We'll have to go back to the drawing board; 

the washing was as stiff as a board when I brought it in off the line. 

Proverbs: He'll swear through an inch board that it’s the truth (French Proverb); A bad one 

breaks his board (Hawaiian Proverb). 

Catchphrases: It’s above board; honestly! (Legitimate) Get on board with us! (Join our Company) 

 

15)  Connotations 

 

 

 

When you hear someone say the word ‘board’ you often think of the homophone ‘bored’ and 

think that a person is fed-up with something. Also, when I think of the word ‘board’ two 
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specific things come to mind. 1) Playing board games with my friends and family 2) School, 

because I immediately think of a chalk board and sitting down at my classroom, sometimes 

being ‘bored’! 

 

 

16) Compound Nouns 

 

 

a) Whiteboard (White is the adjective that modifies the head noun board) 

b) Dartboard (Dart is the noun that modifies the head noun board) 

c) Overboard (Over is the preposition that modifies the head noun board) 

 

17)  *Translation  

a) Sign Language: sign description: The B hand moves from one shoulder to the other. 

b) French: Board (of directors) conseil masculin d’administration; on board à bord; take on 

board comments etc prendre en compte; across the board d’une manière générale 

c) Chinese (Mandarin) cloth boards (书籍的) 布面精装。 a remote control board 遥控盘，遥

控台。 a board for checkers 棋盘。 a piece of board ，丰盛的饭菜。 a bulletin board 

布告牌。 board and lodging 膳宿。 board of directors 理事会，董事长。 above board 光

明正大。 board and [by, on] board (船)并排。 Board of Education 〔英国〕教育部〔现改

名 the Ministry of Education 

d) Italian: Board of directors consiglio maschile (d'amministrazione); on board (plane, 

train, boat) a bordo; take on board comments et cetera prendere in esame; take on 

board (fully realize truth of) accettare; across the board a tutti i livelli  

 

*b) to d) Translation supplied by Encarta Dictionary: English (UK) for Windows 7 
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18)  Quotes 

 

 

An architect's most useful tools are an eraser at the drafting board, and a wrecking bar 
at the site.  
Frank Lloyd Wright 

 

I am the daughter of the Chairman of the Board and thus, was raised with great music.  
Nancy Sinatra 

 

Everything goes by the board: honour, pride, decency to get the book written.  
William Faulkner 

 

19)  Jokes  

And God said, 'Let there be light' and there was light, but the Electricity Board said He 
would have to wait until Thursday to be connected.  
Spike Milligan 

 

 

20)  Words from 

Words 

 

 

 BOARD: a) oar(n) b) Road (n) c) Dab/Dob (v) Bard (n) Rod (n) Bar (n)  
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21)  Where might you 

hear or see this 

word? 

 

‘Board’ is a very common word and can be seen and heard a great deal in our daily 

lives. Here are just a couple of examples: 

a) In the classroom: Please look at the board for the plenary. 
b) In food shops: The menu is on the board if you would like to look at it. 
 

22)  Different 

Representations 

Popular Board Game 
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Sandwich Board 

 

 
 

Billboards/Times Square, NYC 
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23)  Anything Else? a) Acrostic Poetry: these poems are good fun to write 

 

Beneath the sea, the fish play 

Over in the jungle, the lions roar 

At the sanctuary, the birds sing 

Right here at home, our dog barks, 

Down the alley way, a cat cries and howls, into the night. 

 

 

b) Mnemonic (Helps you remember certain things, especially when spelling certain 

words) 

 

Big 

Over-sized 

Apes 

Rarely 

Diet 

 


